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He now tried to persuade himself and his friends that no
* compensation ' was really necessary ; that Germany was
weakened rather than strengthened by the events of 1866.
But the military and commercial rapprochement between
Prussia and the Southern States proved the hollowness of
such professions.
Meanwhile things were going badly elsewhere for Napo-
leon, From the Italian dilemma no escape was possible.
To abandon Rome meant a rupture with the French Cleri-
cals ; to retain it meant the forfeiture of Italian support in
the impending struggle with Prussia. At home the outlook
was gloomy. The finances, already embarrassed by pro-
fusion and corruption, became further involved by the Mexi-
can fiasco; constitutional concessions earned little grati-
tude; worst of all, Napoleon's own health was failing.
Prestige must at all costs be recovered in the interests of the
dynasty. Would anything avail but a brilliantly successful
war ? And if war must come, better sooner than later,
for Germany's man-power, as Napoleon knew, was increas-
ing much faster than that of France.
A pretext for war was found in the Hohenzollern candi-
dature for the throne of Spain. Having got rid of their
THE HOHEN- Queen Isabella, the Spaniards in 1869 de-
cSSiDATURB c^arec^ *or a Constitutional Monarchy and
IN SPAIN offered their throne to Prince Leopold of
Hohenzollern-Sigmaringen. Prince Leopold hung back;
but Bismarck procured a renewal of the offer, and on 4 July
1870 it was accepted by the Prince.
Napoleon immediately (6 July) intimated to Prussia that
France would regard the accession of a Hohenzollern to the
throne of Spain as a casus belli, and on 12 July Prince
Leopold, at his own instance, revoked his acceptance of the
Crown.. Once more war seemed to have been averted, but,
with almost, incredible fatuity, Napoleon now demanded
that the King of Prussia should not merely express formal
approval of Prince Leopold's revocation, but should also
promise * that he would not again authorize this candida-
ture % This rather insolent demand was presented to the